EPITAPHS

THE GROVE STREET CEMETERY NEWSLETTER
Vol. 2, No. 1 6™ Spring 2023

Happy Quasquibicentennial,
Grove Street Cemetery!

Join us in celebrating the 225th anniversary of the founding of the cemetery, originally
named the “new Burying Ground in New-Haven,” where the first burial was that of
Martha Townsend on November 9, 1797. Today, what we know familiarly as the Grove
Street Cemetery is a National Historic Landmark: a well-maintained landscape of
memorial monuments and a certified arboretum of notable trees, final resting place of
at least 14,500 individuals. It continues to accept new burials and is frequently visited
for countless reasons: remembering lost family and friends, engaging with New Haven’s
history, seeking the respite of nature, and bird watching, among others. Even as some
of the country’s earliest designed cemeteries were visited for passive reflection and
relaxation when there were few public parks, so too today this cemetery serves as a
natural, culturally rich refuge for urban neighbors and distant visitors.

As we emerge from the challenges of Covid, it is interesting to note that Grove Street
traces its origins to earlier pandemics of yellow fever in the late eighteenth century,
when the ancient burial ground on the Green was overcrowded and a group of New
Haven citizens led by James Hillhouse planned the new cemetery. Not long after opening
it was already shown with pride to foreign visitors. Timothy Dwight, the president of
Yale College, commented in 1811:

I have accompanied to it many foreigners and many Americans who have traveled
extensively on the Eastern Continent, none of whom had ever seen or heard of anything of
a similar nature. An exquisite taste for propriety is discovered in everything belonging to
it... No plot of ground within my knowledge is equally solemn and impressive.

The first non-sectarian cemetery laid out in family plots, it has been through twenty-
two decades of care and improvements, and is known for the many notable individuals
now resting here. See the accompanying timeline for significant dates and visit the
website for much more detail on the history. (continued on next page)
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Happy Quasquibicentennial (continued from first page)

This is also the twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding of the Friends of Grove
Street Cemetery, whose first mission is to “preserve and protect the Cemetery as a
historically important land area, as a place of cultural significance, and as a park-
like community resource. Secondly, to disseminate historical knowledge and other
information through programs, publications, tours, etc” The Friends also raises funds
for projects such as the recent replanting of the 700-foot-long front border garden,
restoration of over two dozen cradle graves, and the publication of an arboretum guide.

Additional tree planting continues. The Friends also created and manage the website,

www.grovestreetcemetery.org, and a Facebook page. (Please join us!) e»

Grove Street Cemetery Timeline

1797
Incorporation and opening of the “New Burying
Ground”; first burial Martha Townsend, Nov 9

1812
Last burial on New Haven Green. Remaining stones
moved to Grove Street by 1821

1839

Report ... to Inquire Into the Condition of the New
Haven Burying Ground, and to Propose a Plan for Its
Improvement, Denison Olmsted, committee chair

1845
Construction of Egyptian-style gate, walls, and
iron fence begun, and new plantings added

1861—-1865
Civil War veterans’ graves influence monument
styles; introduction of granite

1872
Chapel completed; eventually becomes
Superintendent’s Office

1876
Headstones from the Green are aligned against
outside walls (previously stored on lots)

1914

First guide and map issued from Memorials of
Eminent Yale Men, by Anson P. Stokes; updated in
1947 for 150th Anniversary; later guides expanded
to include women and men not related to Yale

1997
Founding of Friends of the Grove Street Cemetery;
National Register Nomination

2000
National Historic Landmark certification

2002-2006

Balmori Associates planting plan implemented;
sixty new trees planted including ginkgoes on
Myrtle Path

2003
Website established with online Registry of Burials

2004
Grove Street Bulletin newsletter begun

Find a Grave digital documentation expands
information on burials and family history

2007

Grove Street Cemetery: City of the Dead,
City of the Living, documentary film by
Karyl Evans, released

2015
Facebook page begun including links to videos

2020
Arboretum guide produced and status certified;
front border replanting

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Friends would like to thank outgoing Board Chair, Ed Bottomley, for his many years of
great service and upbeat leadership. We also welcome Michael Morand as our new Chair with his significant

knowledge of the Cemetery.

We hope you like this new format for the newsletter, newly named Epitaphs in recognition of the cemetery’s
monument inscriptions. I'd also like to give acknowledgement to Karin Krochmal for the new design and her
voluntary efforts once again to layout and help publish this, and to Sandra Markham for contributing to several

articles and recent projects.















