March 15. The Superintendent will remove any plants or flowers
that become unsightly.

15. The cemetery reserves the right to remove any tree, shrub, or
obstacle on any plot that may hinder the efforts of the employees in
the opening of graves or the proper maintenance of the cemetery.

16. Should an owner or heir propose a structure, decoration, or
planting that does not conform to these rules, the Superintendent
will bring that proposal to the Standing Committee of Proprietors
for consideration. Any structure, decoration or planting that does
not fall within these rules and has not been approved by the
Standing Committee of Proprietors will be removed at the expense
of the owner.

17. The Standing Committee of Proprietors of the Grove Street

Cemetery may amend, modify, or suspend any existing rules or
regulations or adopt new rules and regulations as the need arises.
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GROVE STREET CEMETERY
227 GROVE STREET
NEW HAVEN, CT. 06511
(203) 787- 14438

RULES OF THE CEMETERY GROUNDS

The New Haven City Burial Ground, commonly known as the
Grove Street Cemetery, had its first burial on November 9, 1798
and is the first chartered burial ground in the United States.

Nearly 200 years later, in 1997, the Department of the Interior
added the Grove Street Cemetery to the National Register of
Historic Places. Three years later the Department declared the
cemetery a National Historic Landmark, the first cemetery so
designated in New England.

The owners of the burial sites form a group incorporated as the
Proprietors. As members of this unique graveyard they are
responsible for the upkeep and continued enhancement of its
environment. The by-laws of the corporation vest the care and
management of the property and grounds in a Standing Committee
of the Proprietors, which in turn appoints a Superintendent for the
active care and management of the cemetery.

The use of this sacred ground is governed by a few regulations,
each designed to respect the long history, the physical beauty, and
the solemn purposes of this historic place.

A history of the Grove St. Cemetery may be found at:
http://'www.grovestreetcemetery.org/



1. The cemetery welcomes visitors whenever the gates are open,
which is normally from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. every day. Entering the
grounds except through the main entrance is forbidden. Admission
to the grounds can be temporarily suspended for appropriate
reasons.

2. Limited parking is available for owners of plots (Proprietors)
during open hours. Vehicles left unattended may be towed at
owner's expense, and any person whose vehicle causes damage to
any part of the cemetery will be held responsible.

3. Visitors must respect the purpose and tenor of the cemetery.
Loitering, roller-skating, skateboarding and climbing on walls,
fences, trees, or monuments are prohibited. The Superintendent
may expel from the cemetery anyone who disturbs its sanctity by
noisy or other inappropriate conduct.

4. Children are permitted in the grounds when accompanied by
parent or other adult.

5. Walking dogs is permitted, but only on leashes. Dog walkers are
required to remove any animal waste that is deposited inside the
grounds.

6. Alcoholic beverages are not permitted. Firearms, except at
military funerals or at approved ceremonies, may not be brought
into the cemetery.

7. Littering, picking flowers from plants or shrubs, injuring any
tree or shrub, marring any memorial and defacing property in any
way are prohibited.

8. No fence or hedge will be allowed to surround any single plot or
portion thereof. A low curb cropping may be permitted for plots
containing a number of graves, but only after prior approval of the
design by the Superintendent and the Standing Committee of the
Proprietors. The clear and open view between headstones and
memorials is an essential part of the character of the cemetery.

9. There shall be no headstone, monument, decoration, adornment,
or planting that is not in harmony with the predominant materials
present in the cemetery, both with respect to the cemetery as a
whole and to the particular burial site. Statuary not incorporated
with a headstone is not permitted. Features such as benches or
monuments not part of the headstone may be permitted, but only
with prior approval of the design by the Superintendent and the
Standing Committee of the Proprietors.

10. Plans for memorials must be presented to the Superintendent
before fabrication and installation. They may also be reviewed by
the Standing Committee of Proprietors. Headstones must be made
of certified granite or marble, or slate that has been treated for
durability. A memorial base may not exceed 24 inches in length for
a one-capacity grave or 48 inches in length for a two-capacity
grave. The overall height of headstones or structures other than
headstones must be in harmony with the context of the specific
gravesite and its surroundings.

11. All headstones and other memorials must be placed on
foundations that will be constructed by cemetery staff and paid for
by the plot owners. The owner must ask the monument maker to
send the plan for the monument to the Superintendent so that he
can design and construct the appropriate foundation in a timely
manner.

12. Trees may not be planted except by the Superintendent as part
of the landscaping plan of the cemetery.

13. With prior approval of the Superintendent, owners or heirs of
plots may plant shrubs, plants, and flowers on their own plots as
appropriate in size and placement. If such plantings are done
without approval or are neglected, they may be removed at the
discretion of the Superintendent, and the cost of restoring the plot
will be charged to the plot owner or heirs.

14. Potted plants and bouquet holders (other than glass) are
permitted, but their number and size may be limited at the
discretion of the Superintendent. Potted plants must be removed
before winter frosts, and winter decorations must be removed by



